
SEAGOING ENGINEER
FIRST CLASS OFFICER OF THE MERCHANT NAVY

The French Maritime Academy, ENSM, has been training merchant navy officers since Colbert, as well as maritime 
engineers since 2011. Under the supervision of the Ministry of the Sea, it awards an engineering title to those who 
follow the courses in five years or more, and the degree of licence for the training of Chief Engineer Officer. A rich 
reference base of some thirty courses and numerous internships and boarding courses form the basis of this initial 
maritime training.
Driven by the development of the blue economy and international trade, the professions prepared at ENSM offer 
excellent career prospects both on board and ashore.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

Recruitment is open to all holders of 
the general baccalaureate and the 
STI2D technological baccalaureate. 

In 2021, the selection method for the 
French Maritime Academy’s postgra-
duate courses will change.

ORGANISATION OF STUDIES

The first three years (6 semesters-cycle 
L) take place in Marseille and the next 
5 semesters (cycle M) in Le Havre.

• TD, TP, simulators and courses in 
mathematics, energy sciences, machi-
nery, electricity, automation, electronics, 

maintenance, engineering sciences, 
navigation, operation and steering of 
English ships, law...

• Many essential courses before 
embarking: launching a boat, survival 
at sea, medical, fire-fighting, welding...

• Embarkation on ships at sea from 
the first year: 2 months each year in 
L cycle and at least 6 months in M1.

• The School provides a directory 
of companies for the students and 
organises a meeting with ship owners. 
The students choose their boarding.

• At the end of cycle L, the students who 
have chosen the speciality «navigation 

engineer» continue their training (master 
cycle) on the Le Havre site. Students 
who choose the maritime engineering 
course continue their training (master’s 
cycle) on the Nantes site.

• After five and a half years, students 
obtain the DESMM [Diplôme d’études 
supérieures de la marine marchande 
(DESMM) [Diploma of Higher Studies 
in the Merchant Navy, in accordance 
with the STCW rules recognised by 
the IMO, the UN maritime agency] and 
the title of engineer (CTI).

They are officers of the merchant 
navy and are destined for the highest 
positions on board merchant ships.

Sailing engineers, also known as first class officers, are multi-skilled officers trained in the ship’s deck and engine trades. Their 
vocation is to carry out the highest functions on board: captain and chief engineer.
 



AN INNOVATIVE SECTOR

Maritime transport, like the entire mari-
time economy, is at the forefront of 
innovation to make ships more energy 
efficient and help protect the environ-
ment. It is also about taking advantage 
of new technologies (augmented 
reality, artificial intelligence) to think 
about the ship of the future.

The French Maritime Academy parti-
cipates in collaborative research 
projects (in partnership with industria-
lists) concerning, among other things, 
the deck of the future, the traction of 
a ship by a kite sail, the production of 
cold (engine cooling) from acoustic 
waves... The students are involved by 
writing end-of-study dissertations 
directly related to the subjects 

addressed during the projects.

REMUNERATION AND JOB
OPPORTUNITIES

The job requires a great sense of 
responsibility, a real ability to make 
decisions, to work independently, to 
manage multicultural teams, to integrate 
both commercial and environmental 
imperatives and the willingness to take 
up the challenges of the ecological 
transition.

There are many sectors of activity: 
container ships, cruises, ferries, oil, 
maritime services, towing, pilotage, 
maritime wind farms, scientific, huma-
nitarian, yachting, freight, passengers...

98% of 2019 graduates found a job in 
less than two months.

Their average gross annual salary, 
excluding bonuses, is €43k.

Appreciated for the experience acqui-
red from the School and the qualities 
described, they are professionals 
sought after by industrialists for their 
maturity, mobility and entrepreneurial 
spirit.

They can be found in the management 
of maritime and oil companies, at 
insurance companies, in maritime 
administration, and in the start-ups of 
the blue economy: wind power, sailing 
freight, sustainable development..

PRACTICE
Students can apply for accommodation 
in the Paul Emile-Victor residence which 
is next to the Marseille site and have 
lunch on campus during the week.
Tuition fees were €1450€ in 2020.

The ENSM awards scholarships. 
Scholarship holders are exempt from 
paying tuition fees.

Details of the selection procedures will 
be published in early December on 
www.supmaritime.fr.

Registrations for the selection will be 
made on Parcoursup from January 
2021.

DOOR OPEN DAYS
in person and online in case of health 
restrictions :
• Marseille on 09 January 2021
• Nantes on 16 January 2021
• Le Havre on 30 January 2021
• Saint-Malo on 30 January 2021 (for 
machine training only)

ENSM 
39 avenue du Corail - 13008 Marseille 

10 quai Frissard - 76600 Le Havre
direction.etudes@supmaritime.fr

www.supmaritime.fr

EcoleNationaleSupérieureMaritime

EcoleNationaleSupérieureMaritime

@ENSM

@ensm_marine_marchande

ensm-ecole-nationale-supérieure-maritime

All about the French Maritime Academy: www.supmaritime.fr


